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Outline 

•! Religious concern for environment and 
climate change 

•! Climate change as a moral issue 

•! Trends and tensions 

•! Response in action 



Schorsch!
Benedict!

Warren!

Bartholomew!
Dalai Lama!

Jefferts-Schori!



strange couchfellows… 

•! We Campaign ads - 
Sharpton and 
Robertson 

•! Gingrich and Pelosi 



Catholic Social Teaching 
Themes 

•! Life and Dignity of the Human Person 

•! Call to Family, Community, Participation 

•! Rights and Responsibilities 

•! Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 

•! Dignity of Work; Rights of Workers 

•! Solidarity 

•! Care for God’s Creation 



•! Vatican: world’s first 
carbon-neutral state; 
2,400 solar modules 

•! One of seven new 
social sins: 
“environmental 
pollution” 

Nervi Hall 
Paul VI Auditorium 

Carbon offset:  
restoration of 
ancient forest in 
Hungary 



•! 20% renewable 
by 2020; carbon 
neutral already 

•! New Idea: 
740acre solar 
farm north of 
Rome to power 
Vatican Radio 
and grid 

•! 1.2 million Euro system 

•! 300 kWh annually 

•! 225 tonnes CO2; 80 
tonnes oil saved/yr 



Pontifical Academy!

of Sciences!

Dr. Lonnie Thompson!

Ohio State University!

Byrd Polar Research Center!



Pontifical Academy!

of Sciences!

Dr. Lonnie Thompson!

Ohio State University!

Byrd Polar Research Center!

“We are committed to ensuring that all inhabitants of this planet receive 

their daily bread, fresh air to breathe and clean water to drink as we are 

aware that, if we want justice and peace, we must protect the habitat that 

sustains us.  The believers among us ask God to grant us that wish.”!



Anglican Lenten Resource!
www.tearfund.org/carbonfast 









Buddhist Monks Ordaining Trees!

Thailand!

California!



www.baptistcreationcare.org 



For the Health of the Nation: An 
Evangelical Call to Civic Responsibility 

•! Protect Religious Freedom and Liberty of 
Conscience 

•! Nurture Family Life; Protect Children 

•! Protect Sanctity of Human Life 

•! Justice and Compassion for the Poor and 
Vulnerable 

•! Protect Human Rights 

•! Seek Peace and Restrain Violence 

•! Protect God’s Creation 



•! Georgia, 2006  

•! Akron, 2007 

•! OSU, 2009 

Wilson!

Cizik! Hansen!

DeWitt!

Safina!

Wilson!

Speth!







Enviro Lit in ATLA as proportion of overall database
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Figure 5.  Religion-env. ATLA citations by year as

proportion of total ATLA articles.
American Theological Library Association 

Database search: “ecology” or “environment” 



www.nrpe.org!





Gus Speth (2007) 

“I used to think the ‘big three’ were climate, 
biodiversity, and pollution, but after many 
years of work I think pride, apathy, and 
greed are even bigger.  We need cultural 
and spiritual transformation, and science 
doesn’t do that -- the church does that.” 



North America - A Religious Place 



The World - A Religious Place 



Kathleen Dean Moore &  
Michael Nelson 
Moral leaders on why climate change 
is a moral issue and obligation: 

•! For our children’s sake 

•! For human survival 

•! For the sake and love of Earth and all life 

•! For moral integrity and virtue 

•! Because...life is beautiful 

•! …life is a gift = gratitude obligation 

•! …stewardship obligation 

•! …honor is due to great, evolved life 
systems 

•! …obligation to diversity/creatures 

•! …compassion duty to prevent suffering 

•! …people have a right to their cultures, 
which are being destroyed 

•! …justice 



A Moral Issue 

Per Capita Carbon Dioxide Emissions (tons)!
EIA (2008)!
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A Moral Issue 

China 

4.91! Japan 

9.54!

Germany 

10.06!

USA 

19.18!
Per Capita Carbon Dioxide Emissions (tons)!
EIA (2008)!



  U.S. 4% of world population 



U.S. 28% world’s CO2 emissions 
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Catholic Bishops letter to Congress 

•! Prudence requires us to act to protect the common good 
by responding to climate change 

•! The poor and vulnerable bear the consequences, 
inaction makes that worse 

•! Climate change policies should enhance, not diminish 
the economic situation of those in poverty 

•! Policies should help vulnerable populations here and 
abroad adapt, and actively participate in these efforts 



•! Human-induced climate change is real 

•! Consequences significant; hit poor hardest 

•! Christian morality demands response 

•! The need to act now is urgent 



The scientific consensus 

•!Warming observed over the last century is 
highly unusual 

•! Present conditions are outside the range 
of natural cycles experienced by humans 

•! Natural changes (sun, volcanoes, etc) 
continue to affect climate today… 

•!…But warming of the last 50 years is 
primarily human-induced 



Who agrees with the consensus? 
•! US Climate Change Science Program (created by George 

W Bush Admin) 

•! US National Academy of Sciences and national academies 
of 32 other nations (none disagree) 

•! Every major scientific organization whose members include 
climate scientists (Am. Assoc. of Petroleum Geologists 
recanted their 1999 rejection in 2007) 

•! More than 97% of climate researchers actively publishing 
in the field (NAS, 2010) 

•! The Pentagon, Wal-Mart, American Electric Power (AEP), 
Duke Energy, The Pope, The Dalai Lama… 

•! Every major religious denomination with a climate change 
statement except the Southern Baptist Convention 







“Do you think that global warming is happening?” 

Source: Yale, October 2008, 2010 !Anthony.Leiserowitz@yale.edu!
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The percentage of pastors strongly disagreeing that global 
warming is real and man made has increased since 2008. 

* Statistically significant differences at the 5% level!

Q: “I believe global warming is real and man made.”!

Among Protestant Pastors 

LifeWay Research, October 2010!



Hitzhusen, G.E. 2010. Climate Change Education for Faith Based Groups.!



Henry A. Waxman  
(CA-D) 

We are at a pivotal time in which every         
member of Congress will decide                
whether they will be on the right side of        
history or the wrong side of history… Civil rights 
in the 1960s was a moral issue, and there was a 
right side and a wrong side. Climate change is an 
environmental issue. It is an economic issue. But 
it is also fundamentally a moral issue.   

    (March 7, 2011, NYTimes) 



Dr. Donald A. Brown 
Penn State 

To be Ethically Acceptable 

Climate Change Legislation  

Must Demonstrate: 

 - Environmental Sufficiency 

 - Just Adaptation 

 - Equity 

(Cancun failed these criteria; so too U.S. 

Congress) 





Geographic Distance!

““How serious of a threat is global warming to…”!

“very serious”!

Anthony.Leiserowitz@yale.edu! Source: Yale, January 2010 !

47!
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United Methodist Ohio 
Resolutions 

•!West Ohio Conference 2008 

–!Resolution #6: Care for Creation: Local 
Church Response 

–!Resolution #7: Advocacy Regarding Care of 
Creation 





How Many Lightbulbs 
Does it Take to Change 
an Episcopalian? 

PASSED - R2: Resolution on Assessment Credit for Increases in 

Natural Gas and Heating Oil Expenses (11/1-4/30)!



Sylvania UCC 



UU Fellowship of Wayne 
County, Wooster, OH 

Nation’s First LEED Gold Certified House of Worship!



A Catholic Climate Covenant: !

The St. Francis Pledge to Protect 
Creation and the Poor "

Easter 2009"

Archdiocese of Cincinnati "



http://greenfaith.org/programs/environmental-justice/reduce-mercury-pollution-from-power-plants!

June 15!









Monks Community!

Forest in Cambodia!

Stop Desertification!

In Cameroon!

Restore Deforested!

Ghana!

Plant 3,000,000!

Trees on !

Kilimanjaro!



Catholic Bishops  
(2001):  

“Much of the debate 
on global climate 
change seems 
polarized and 
partisan. Science is 
too often used as a 
weapon, not as a 
source of wisdom. 
Various interests 
use the airwaves 
and political 
process to minimize 
or exaggerate the 
challenges we face.  
The search for the common good and the voices of poor people 
and poor countries sometimes are neglected.” 





! !!

Advertisement!







Religion, Environmental Ethics, 
and Climate Change 

No Joking Matter 

Special Thanks and Slide Credits: 

Interfaith Power and Light, Sarah Webb, Katharine Hayhoe, Bill Bradlee, 
LifeWay Research, Anthony Leiserowitz, Lonnie Thompson 
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Hitzhusen, G.E. 2010. Climate Change Education for Faith Based Groups.!



Trust 

Source: Leiserowitz, January  2003 (n = 549)  

(7%) (10%) (83%) 

Anthony.Leiserowitz@yale.edu!

““How much do you trust the following groups  
to tell you the truth about global warming?” 

70 



Why are our feet so big?!



Fuel economy! Vehicle miles! horsepower!

Fuel economy!







Ellison Research Poll 
November, 2007 

•! 84% of evangelicals support legislation 
to reduce global warming pollution 

•! 54% of evangelicals are more likely to 
support a candidate who works on the 
issue of climate change 



Protestant Pastors’ 
Views on the 
Environment 

Survey of 1,000 Protestant Pastors 

LifeWay Research 

October 2010 



The percentage of pastors strongly disagreeing that global 
warming is real and man made has increased since 2008. 

* Statistically significant differences at the 5% level!

Q: “I believe global warming is real and man made.”!

Among Protestant Pastors 



Democrats most likely to strongly agree, Republicans most 
likely to strongly disagree, and Independents are in the 
middle 

Democrat Republican Independent 

Strongly agree 65% 
bc 

6% 
ac 

24% 
ab 

Somewhat agree 15% 12% 14% 

Somewhat disagree 12% 
bc 

21% 
a 

22% 
a 

Strongly disagree 6% 
bc 

57% 
ac 

36% 
ab 

Letters indicate column with statistically significant difference at 95% confidence interval. !

Q: “I believe global warming is real and man made.”!

n = 213 (Democrats)!

n = 506 (Republicans)!

n = 144 (Independent)!



Ideological leanings show significant differences in beliefs 
on whether global warming is real and man made 

Progressive or 
Liberal Conservative 

Very 
Conservative 

Strongly agree 78% 
bc 

7% 
a 

6% 
a 

Somewhat agree 12% 
c 

15% 
c 

5% 
ab 

Somewhat disagree 5% 
bc 

27% 
ac 

18% 
ab 

Strongly disagree 3% 
bc 

47% 
ac 

69% 
ab 

Letters indicate column with statistically significant difference at 95% confidence interval. !

Q: “I believe global warming is real and man made.”!

n = 148 (Progressive or Liberal)!

n = 388 (Conservative)!

n = 244 (Very Conservative)!



Religion and Social Change in the United States!







Endangered Species !

Act!



104th Congress!

Endangered Species Act!

DeWitt!



vs.  

Cizik!
DeWitt!

Colson! Dobson!



“By destroying pagan animism, Christianity made it 

possible to exploit nature in a mood of indifference to the 

feelings of natural objects. . . .!

“Especially in its Western form, Christianity is the most 

anthropocentric religion the world has seen. . . .!

“…Christianity bears a huge burden of guilt. . . .!

“We shall continue to have a worsening ecologic crisis 

until we reject the Christian axiom that nature has no 

reason for existence save to serve man. . . .!



“…the government in Washington has declared war 

on nature.  They have placed religious and political 

dogma over the facts….!

“Their dogma is the literal reading of the creation 

story in Genesis where humans are to have 

‘dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl 

of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the Earth, 

and over every creeping thing’. . . The result is the 

politics of exploitation with a religious impulse.”!

Bill Moyers, 26 August 2003, Grist Magazine!



“Remember James Watt, President Reagan’s 
first secretary of the interior?  My favorite 
online environmental journal, the ever-
engaging Grist, reminded us recently of how 
James Watt told the U.S. Congress that 
protecting natural resources was unimportant 
in light of the imminent return of Jesus Christ. 
In public testimony he said, ‘After the last 
tree is felled, Christ will come back.’” 

   -Bill Moyers, Dec 2004 in 
   Harvard environmental 
   journalism award  
   acceptance Speech 



James Watt!

Reagan’s first Secretary of the Interior!



Conservation Biology 
Volume 19 Page 290  - April 2005 

Volume 19 Issue 2 

Conservation in Context 

Armageddon Versus Extinction 

DAVID W. ORR 



The Argument… 

•! Millions of Christians hold End Time 
beliefs, many legislators too 

•! Some are wacky, maybe anti-enviro 
beliefs 

•! An imminent End invalidates conservation 

•! Powerful political elites (exploiters) are 
duping End Times believers 

•! This unholy alliance must be stopped 



Empirical Evidence 

•! Political factors overshadow religious 

•! “Dominion” belief not of religious source 

•! Attitudes don’t = bad behavior 

•! Christian concern/behavior not low 

•! Stewardship ethic & positive correlations 

•! Cross-cultural rejection of White Thesis 

•! If anything, positive influence 

(Hitzhusen, 2007) 



“I do not know how many future generations 
we can count on before the Lord returns,  

  -James Watt, Feb. 1981 to a 
House Interior and Insular Affairs Committee 



“I do not know how many future generations 
we can count on before the Lord returns, 
whatever it is we have to manage with a skill to 
leave the resources needed for future 
generations.” 

  -James Watt, Feb. 1981 to a 
House Interior and Insular Affairs Committee 



Because Americans aren’t taught about 
religion in school, “it’s possible for rather 
harebrained and untutored ideas about the 
interpretation of the Bible and the Christian 
tradition to arise unchecked.” 

    -John Barrow 

     Templeton Prize winner 



April 3, 2005, New York Times Magazine, p.17!

Deborah Solomon!

• Government Regulation!

• Population Control!

• Doomsday Warnings!

• New Age-Pantheist Beliefs!



Religion is a great force--the only real motive 
force in the world. But you must get a man 
through his own religion, not yours. 
                                 - George Bernard Shaw 



Eco-theology from Gary Larson!



“By destroying pagan animism, Christianity made it 

possible to exploit nature in a mood of indifference to the 

feelings of natural objects. . . .!

“Especially in its Western form, Christianity is the most 

anthropocentric religion the world has seen. . . .!

“…Christianity bears a huge burden of guilt. . . .!

“We shall continue to have a worsening ecologic crisis 

until we reject the Christian axiom that nature has no 

reason for existence save to serve man. . . .!



Critiques 

•! Misinterpretation and overgeneralization 

•! Other cultural factors more salient 

 -materialism, secularization, democratization, individualism, wealth 

•! Environmental degradation in the East 

•! Theologically incoherent 

•! Not well supported by empirical findings 



Kempton et al., 1995 

•! Open ended inquiry regarding source of 
environmental values: 

 - Religion/Spirituality 

 - Human/anthropocentric 

 - Nature/biocentric 



Kempton et al., 1995 



Kempton et al., 1995 

Even non-religious people explained their 
environmental values with reference to the 
metaphor of divine creation (69%) 

46% of atheists agreed with the statement. 

Concl: Divine creation language is the best vehicle 
we have in this culture to express our deepest 
value for nature. 



Kempton et al., 1995 

Religion seems not to be getting in the way 
of environmental support, but instead is 
reinforcing and justifying it. 



Oelschlaeger, 1994 

“The metaphor of caring for creation, 
springing out of our distinctive Judeo-
Christian myth of origin, is the last, best 
chance for Americans to fashion a sense 
of community beyond the market and 
construct a sustainable society.” 



Catholic Bishops (Feb 2011) 

•! Urgent action that both addresses the 
growing impact of climate change and acts 
to protect the poor and vulnerable is 
needed.  

•! Put a price on carbon and insist that a 
significant portion of the revenues go 
toward minimizing impacts of climate and 
climate policies on those least able to bear 
them 



Catholic Bishops (Feb 2011) 

•! Climate legislation must prioritize the needs of 
the poor and vulnerable 

–! Protect low-income folks from energy-related price 
increases resulting from climate legislation 

–! Help the poor esp. in developing nations to adapt to 
climate change impacts 

•! Promote the Green Climate Fund ($100B by 
2020 to help poor countries adapt/mitigate) 

•! Catholic Relief Services – humanitarian relief 
from flood, drought, and storms 



Catholic Bishops letter to Congress 

•! Prudence requires us to act to protect the common good 
by responding to climate change 

•! The poor and vulnerable bear the consequences, 
inaction makes that worse 

•! Climate change policies should enhance, not diminish 
the economic situation of those in poverty 

•! Policies should help vulnerable populations here and 
abroad adapt, and actively participate in these efforts 



#1: Coal Plants !

30% of U.S. total 

emissions!



#2 Passenger Vehicles!

15% of U.S. total emissions!





Ann’s 
Family 



Carbon Footprint Checklist!

1) UTILITY INFO totals for the last 12 months!

! Electricity (kWh) _____________________________________!

! Heat  (You only use one of the following in your home)!

 Natural Gas __________________________________!
! (Total “therms” of gas. If “mcf” then, 1mcf x 10.3 =1therm)   !

                   !!
 Heating Oil (in gallons) __________________________!

                   Propane (in gallons) ____________________________!

! !Didn't save your last 12 months of bills?!

MidAmerican - find your account number on your latest bill and go to 
www.midamericanenergy.com, establish a user name and password, enter your 
account number and print off your last 12 months of bills.!

2) MILES DRIVEN and MPG - Estimate for each car for the last 12 months. !
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Ann’s Energy Use 

•! Electricity down 17%! 
•! Gas down 15%! 



Ann’s Carbon Footprint 

•! Reduced by 9 %! 

•! Invested $12 on 
CFLs 

•! Saving $100/mo on 
utility bills 

 (APPLAUSE!!!) 



The Power of 10% 

Cool Congregations Workshop 117 

St. Luke’s 35 families = 18 cars off the roads!

Every Athens, OH household =  5,300 cars!

Every Ohio household = 2,289,825 cars!



345*678'9(*!,$$'(4*6:('2(;*

67 tons CO2!

9% average !

Saved $5000 just on 
utilities!!


